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2026 MNADE Conference
In Partnership with ATLAS, MnWE & MinnMATYC
September 17th - 18th, 2026
Grand Casino - Hinckley
Schedule
Thursday, September 17th 
9:00-10:50	Registration - Foyer 
11:00-12:00	Welcome/Plenary Session - Ballroom
12:05-12:50 	Lunch – Ballroom
1:00-2:00 	Breakout Session 1 – Aspen, Spruce, Oak, and Ballroom
2:15-3:15 	Breakout Session 2 – Aspen, Spruce, Oak, and Ballroom
3:30-4:30 	Networking Meetings – Aspen and Spruce
4:45-5:30         Break/Social Hour - Ballroom 
5:30-7:00         Buffet Dinner/Door Prizes - Ballroom 
Friday, September 18th 
8:00-9:00 	Breakfast Buffet - Ballroom 
9:00-10:00 	Plenary – Ballroom 
10:15-11:15 	Breakout Session 3 – Aspen, Spruce, Oak, and Ballroom 
11:30-12:30 	Breakout Session 4 – Aspen, Spruce, Oak, and Ballroom
12:30-1:30    	Lunch - Ballroom 

Registration | Thursday, September 17 | 9:00-11:00 am

Welcome/Plenary Session | Thursday, September 17
 11:00 am-12:00 pm
"Stronger Together: Building Connections for Student Success”
Serving adult learners in Minnesota is a shared responsibility. This year's MNADE Conference is the result of a collaborative partnership among MNADE, MnWE, MinnMATYC, and Adult Basic Education representatives, with support from Education Minnesota's IMPACT Grant.
 
This interactive opening session will celebrate our shared commitment to student success and the power of cross-system collaboration. Hear brief remarks from leaders representing multiple systems, learn about the organizations and people who make up Minnesota's adult learner ecosystem, and explore how our unique roles contribute to common goals.
 
Then, it's your turn to connect. Through interactive networking, you'll meet colleagues from across systems, gain new perspectives, and build relationships that extend beyond the conference. Come ready to share ideas, learn from one another, and strengthen the partnerships that help adult learners succeed across Minnesota.


Lunch | Thursday, September 17 | 12:05-1:00 pm

Breakout Session 1 | Thursday, September 17 | 1:00-2:00 pm
[bookmark: _Hlk207045589]“Responses to New College Algebra Placement Guidelines " – Aspen Room 
Beth Steen, North Hennepin Community College
With new guidelines from MinnState for placement into College Algebra, many colleges are struggling to identify how to best serve our students. This will be a discussion-based session to share what your college is doing and hear what others are trying. The discussion could range from pedagogical ideas for the classroom to broader ideas about how your course structure works or involvement of your campus's Academic Affairs and Standards Council.

Beth Steen grew up in a small town in Wyoming, attended Pacific Lutheran University in Washington for her undergraduate degree followed by the University of Minnesota for graduate school. She loves learning and holds degrees in Math, Economics, Mortuary Science, and Nursing. She lives in Brooklyn Center with her husband, 3 children, 1 dog, and 5 chickens. Beth has been teaching at North Hennepin Community College since 2011 and is looking forward to discovering what changes the next 15 years in education will bring.

“Co-Requisite:  Year 3 with ABE, Student-Centered Design and Implementation” —Spruce Room 
Cindy Ciszewski and Margaret Trott, Minnesota State College Southeast
We began the ABE-supported co-requisite model with a guiding question: How can we best teach writing and critical thinking to all our students and offer the extra support they most likely need in the co-requisite environment?  We developed what we considered a thoughtful syllabus and course schedule, tweaked assessments, used a variety of course materials, required weekly tutoring - all in the effort to best serve the needs of both our pre-college and our college-level writing students.  Yet still, we made adjustments, some global and some immediate.  
We would like to share with you what we learned as we journeyed our way through the co-requisite model, talk about how the students engaged, and maybe more philosophically, discuss what exactly "success" looks like in the co-requisite classroom.
Cindy Ciszewski is an English instructor at MSC Southeast and has been for about 200 years (okay - just kidding; it should read "about 20").  She teaches both pre-college English courses and college-level English courses.  Her goal, always, is to find that one trigger in her students that allows them to make sense of, and become confident with, their own writing process.
Margaret Trott is an English instructor who works for ABE.  At Southeast, Margaret co-teaches the English co-requisite courses with Cindy. In addition, she serves as adjunct faculty at Winona State University.  She brings considerable teaching experience to the co-requisite classroom, along with additional expertise in the TESOL area.  Besides teaching in the co-requisite classroom, Margaret offers students weekly one-on-one (or group - whichever they prefer) tutoring sessions.

“All for One or One for All?” – Oak Room
Renee Castro, Century College 
The education crisis on our hands has classrooms across the country filled with students who seem disinterested, disengaged, and disenfranchised with education as a whole. Many blame technological advancements such as cell phones, social media, and AI or the global pandemic on the lack of participation; however, it is much bigger than that. Students from all backgrounds are being shoved through a "one-size-fits-all" system that not only demands conformity, but one that creates gaps in education and fails to prepare students for the next phases of their lives be it work or continuing their education. If we want to see students who are engaged in the classroom, not only do we need to find meaningful forms of connection with them, but we also need to increase access to the various support systems necessary for their growth and success.  
Renee Castro is a second-year student at Century College with a passion for history and education. Since her enrollment, she has expanded her role as a student by working in the Writing Center, Library, and as a TLC Tutor for two different English professors as well as president of the Civil Discourse Club.  Additionally, she has participated in the MNADE 2025 and MNWE 2026 conferences as a presenter and facilitator, guiding other students in their own presentations. Once she completes her associates, she plans on pursuing a degree in Anthropology at UMTC after which she will gain some experience in the field before returning to the classroom to inspire a new generation of learners to look beyond the given answer to find the real solution. As a non-traditional student, she recognizes that our unique experiences not only provide us with diverse backgrounds, but that it is those very varied backgrounds that will propel us into the future.

“Beyond the Login: Supporting First-Gen and Nontraditional Students with Digital Navigation” —Ballroom
Stevie Lewis, Bopha Sar, and Matthew “Paj” Pajunen, Literacy Minnesota
Getting online is only the first step. Sometimes first-generation, nontraditional, and beginning college students arrive on campus without the digital skills they need to succeed — from navigating learning management systems and campus portals to managing email, online coursework, and financial aid paperwork. These gaps can quietly derail otherwise capable students. This session introduces digital navigation: one-to-one, community-based support that helps people build skills and confidence using technology. Presenters from Literacy Minnesota's National Service team will share what digital access and skills students most often need, how Digital Navigators meet those needs, and where Minnesota state colleges can refer students to existing services. Attendees will also learn how to bring digital navigation to their own campuses, including how to host an AmeriCorps Digital Navigation Corps member. Participants will leave with a clear understanding of digital navigation, a list of referral resources, and concrete next steps for supporting the digital readiness of their students.
Stevie Lewis works on the National Service team to collect and share data and develop communications for Literacy Minnesota's AmeriCorps programs: Digital Navigation Corps, Literacy Leadership and Summer Reads. They spent five years serving with AmeriCorps and AmeriCorps VISTA.
Bopha Sar is the National Service Member Support Coordinator at Literacy Minnesota. After serving two years as a VISTA Leader and one year as a Literacy Leader at the East Central Regional Library, she is thrilled to be stepping into a staff role to continue supporting AmeriCorps members in a new way! Bopha is a mom to two wonderful kids, and when she's not busy with them, you’ll find her either sewing or lost in a good book.
Matthew “Paj” Pajunen is an AmeriCorps VISTA Leader with Literacy Minnesota's Literacy Leadership program. He previously served as a Digital Navigation Coordinator with our Open Door Learning Centers and as a Digital Navigation Corps Cohort Leader. Paj has a background in public administration and anthropology.


[bookmark: _Hlk207046785]Breakout Session 2 | Thursday, September 17 | 2:15-3:15 pm
Combined Sessions: Math Corequisites – Aspen Room
“Helpful Tips in Teaching Math Corequisite Courses” 
Gerry Naughton, Century College
 I would like to share some insight into my experience teaching math corequisites and share some teaching tips into what works and doesn't work. I am also eager to hear about other math faculties experience teaching corequisite courses.
Gerry Naughton has taught mathematics at Century College for 25 years. Four years ago, he was the lead in developing corequisite math courses for College Algebra and Statistics. For the past three years, he has been teaching the College Algebra corequisite course Century College faculty developed.
“Collaborating on Corequisite College Algebra with ABE at ARCC” 
Mark Omodt, Amber Delliger, Andrea Brovold, and Christina Holden Sonnek – Anoka Ramsey Community College
We will share our experience with Corequisite College Algebra at ARCC over the past 2 years.  How do we do it?  What's working?  What's not working?  What are our next steps?  We will have lots of time for questions, suggestions, and sharing from the audience.

Mark Omodt has been teaching mathematics at Anoka-Ramsey Community College since 1994.  He has been involved with the Minnesota Mathematical Association of Two-Year Colleges  ("MinnMATYC") for over 30 years.  MinnMATYC is a professional organization for people who teach mathematics in the first two years of college.  It is an affiliate of the American Mathematical Association of Two-Year Colleges ("AMATYC").  He is the current president of MinnMATYC.
Amber Delliger (she/her) is a mathematics faculty member at Anoka-Ramsey Community College, where she works primarily with students in developmental and corequisite math courses. Prior to joining Anoka-Ramsey, she spent nearly 20 years with Metro North Adult Education, teaching learners across all levels of ABE and ESL in a variety of settings including correctional sites and college campuses. Amber believes that numeracy is a critical equity issue and is passionate about ensuring all adult learners have access to meaningful mathematical learning experiences that build confidence, agency, and opportunity. She contributes to this work through advocacy, professional development, mentoring, policy development, and curriculum design aimed at expanding access and supporting learner success and teacher confidence.

“Filling The Cracks: Preparing with Academic Support to Serve Our Corequisite Future” —Spruce Room 
Derek Arrowood and Anna Fritze, Saint Paul College
Academic Support is a cornerstone of higher education. Even so, staff and faculty often underestimate the role that these services can play in the wider campus support networks for students. With the coming implementation of the corequisite model, it will be more important than ever to build partnerships between faculty and support services like tutoring, writing centers, and other campus models of academic support. Come join us for a look at how our support model works at Saint Paul College, learn about the partnerships we are building to support corequisites, and discuss some ways that services like ours can help faculty and other partners support students during the early steps of their college careers.
Derek Arrowood has been a part of MinnState since 2020, serving as Biology faculty with Minnesota North, and more recently as a Coordinator for Academic Support at Saint Paul College, as well as a local adjunct. He is also the webmaster for MNADE.
Anna Fritze graduated with her undergraduate degree in English with a journalism emphasis in 2021 and received her MFA in 2024. She has worked in Academic Support since 2021 and has a passion for working with students and tutors. She loves to hang out with her cats, write weird stuff, paint fun things, enjoy live music, and spend time in nature.

“Unique Student Perspectives” – Oak Room 
Sae Il Lie and Tania Nogueron-Hernandez, Century College
Diverse experiences play a key role in how we move through the world. This panel brings together the voices of multiple students from varied backgrounds to not only share these experiences, but to describe how they have impacted their education and influenced their ability to work with other students as tutors, aids, and future educators. Recognizing that the path to higher education is not always a linear one allows colleges and educators to create spaces where anyone, regardless of their background, can find academic success.  
Sae Il Lee graduated from Hanyang Women's University in South Korea with a degree in Fashion Design. After moving to the United States with her husband, she devoted many years to raising her three children and caring for her family. During that time, she had limited opportunities to use English. With her family's encouragement, she recently made the decision to return to college to improve her English skills and continue her education. While she is still exploring her career path, she is currently interested in pursuing a degree in TESOL and becoming a paraprofessional. For Sae Il, returning to school has proven to be both challenging and rewarding.
Tania Nogueron-Hernandez is an English major with a deep love for literature although her path to discovering that passion was far from straightforward. For the past seven years, she has worked in healthcare and gained valuable experience serving people of all ages and diverse backgrounds. After taking a four-year break from school to explore her true calling, she returned to her studies and found that her writing skills needed some refreshing. Rather than viewing this as a setback, she embraced the challenge and pushed herself to improve.

As Tania transitions from healthcare into her dream of teaching English, she brings with her invaluable professional experiences and a strong foundation of empathy, compassion, and care to everything she does, especially tutoring. 

Her passion for literature truly flourished after completing Composition II and writing her first literary analysis. That experience became a turning point, which revealed to her the exciting opportunity of studying literature and pursuing a teaching career by combining the knowledge, skills, and life experiences gained throughout her journey. 

Tania believes it is never too late to chase one’s dreams, regardless of age, background, or the unexpected detours in life.


“What Supports Should Come with Corequisities?” - Ballroom
Tanya Hanstad, Minnesota State Community and Technical College; Matt Dempsey, Normandale Community College; and Yanmei Jiang, Century College
Minnesota State’s developmental education reform is moving forward, but the expectations for wraparound supports have not been fully developed. Three MSCF representatives serving on the Developmental Education Steering Committee will share their current work and invite colleagues to help shape what comes next. What needs are most pressing on your campus? Which supports should be required? Which supports should be strongly recommended? What is missing from current practice? Early this fall, the Wraparound Workgroup will submit proposals for DESC to vote. Faculty and staff perspectives are essential. Come share what you are seeing, what students need, and what the system should build into future expectations.
Tanya Hanstad has been a member of the mathematics faculty at Minnesota State Community and Technical College (M|State) since 2002. She has taught college-level mathematics courses as well as corequisite and stand-alone developmental courses. She has also been a concurrent enrollment mentor since 2007. At M|State she has served on the Academic Affairs and Standards Council, the Council on Equity and Inclusion, the Concurrent Enrollment Advisory Council, and the Centering Learning Council. She has also served on several statewide committees including the Developmental Education Steering Committee (DESC), the Assessment for Course Placement Committee, the Math Pathways Leadership Team, the Joint Committee on Credential Fields, and the Graduate Education Committee. She recently co-chaired the DESC Wrap-around Support Workgroup. Tanya is passionate about ensuring that students get the support they need to succeed!
Matt Dempsey currently serves as the Vice President of the Minnesota State College Faculty (MSCF), the union representing two-year faculty in the Minnesota State system. He has been a member of the mathematics faculty at Normandale Community College since 2001. He has taught mathematics at two- and four-year colleges and universities for over 30 years. In his current position he serves on numerous statewide committees including the Academic Affairs Council, Transfer Governance Team, Post-Secondary Enrollment Options committee, Developmental Education committee, Assessment for Course Placement Committee, Academic and Student Affairs Policy Council, and quite a few others. He has taught college level and college preparatory mathematics his whole career. His role in the rollout of corequisite courses in at Minnesota State Colleges is to work to ensure the resources for student success are available and to advocate for faculty in the implementation process.
Yanmei Jiang sees herself as a lifelong developmental education student: holding a pencil at seven, learning ABCs at twelve, and beginning to communicate in English at eighteen in college. Her educational journey later took her through graduate study in linguistics in Shanghai, followed by graduate work in literature, gender studies, rhetoric and composition, and, currently, educational research in the country she now calls home. Her understanding of teaching and learning has been shaped by her Confucian upbringing, graduate studies, scholars and colleagues across disciplines, and, most importantly, her students. She joined Century College’s English Department as a full-time faculty member in 2013 and has been teaching corequisite English since spring 2015. 
Yanmei has served on the MNADE board since 2023, including two years as president, and will continue serving on the board after this conference. An MSCF representative on the Minnesota State Developmental Education Steering Committee, Yanmei also co-leads its Wraparound Support Workgroup. Across these roles, she remains committed to the belief that educational justice must be grounded in the material conditions of each classroom and the lived realities of each student.

Networking Meetings | Thursday, September 17 | 3:30-4:15 pm
MNADE Networking Meeting - Aspen Room
People who are interested in joining the MNADE Board should come talk to us!  All are welcome! Find out about the mission and vision of MNADE.
MinnMATYC Open Collaboration Session — Spruce Room
Session Leader: Carrie Naughton, Inver Hills Community College
In this session, anything goes! Come with any questions or topics you want to discuss that are relevant to MinnMATYC faculty and courses. This will be an open discussion and collaboration time.
Dr. Carrie Naughton is a full-time faculty member at Inver Hills Community College. She has taught at IHCC for 20+ years and currently focuses on College Algebra corequisites, College Algebra II, and Calculus. She is also the President-Elect for MinnMATYC.
Break/Social Hour | Thursday, September 17 
4:45-5:30 pm—Ballroom
Meet people and have a drink with us! Entertainment will be provided by Larry Sklaney, but we also encourage you to bring your own musical instruments!


Buffet Dinner/Door Prizes | Thursday, September 17 
5:30-7:00 pm--Ballroom
Please come enjoy a buffet dinner with us! Beginning at 6:30 pm, door prizes will also be given out by Brian Lewis, President-Elect of MNADE.

Breakfast Buffet | Friday, September 18 
8:00-9:00 am—Ballroom

Plenary Session | Friday, September 18 | 9:00-10:00 am—Ballroom
"Beyond the Pendulum: Rethinking Developmental Education for Student Success”
This interactive roundtable session will bring together perspectives from national, state, local college, and Adult Basic Education professionals regarding the shift in developmental education toward acceleration (especially through corequisite models), Multiple Measures Assessment (MMA), and aligned pathways. After briefly introducing themselves and sharing perspectives from their areas of expertise, speakers will engage in a moderated discussion, responding to and building on one another’s ideas. Attendees are encouraged to submit questions throughout the panel to help guide the direction of the discussion.

Dr. Alexandros M. Goudas is a Professor of English at Delta College in Michigan and author of Community College Data (alexgoudas.substack.com). For nearly 2 decades, Alex has been extensively involved in analyzing studies, writing articles, and speaking at conferences about community college data, reforms, policy, and developmental education. He also authored an OER textbook and has used it to teach reading and writing developmental education and college composition at the public 2-year college level since 2007.  

Larry Sklaney is Chair of the English Department at Century College, a community and technical college in White Bear Lake, Minnesota. He has taught college-level and Dev Ed Composition since a previous millennium (though obviously you cannot tell from that headshot), served many years on Century’s Assessment Committee, and got the wonderful opportunity to co-lead Century Study Abroad trips to Japan in 2024 and 2025. Larry has also been a longtime Co-Coordinator of the Minnesota Writing & English (MnWE) Conference.
Carly Voshell is the Adult Career Pathways and Transitions Coordinator at ATLAS, where she develops professional learning and resources that strengthen career pathways and support successful transitions to college, training and employment for adult learners across Minnesota. Over the past 20 years, she has taught in correctional education, led workplace and digital literacy initiatives, coordinated statewide online courses, served on the Ramsey County Workforce Innovation Board, and worked as the East Metro Regional Transition Coordinator. Carly enjoys bringing people together to solve problems, spark new ideas, and build stronger pathways that help adult learners reach their goals.
Jeff Stephenson has worked as a composition instructor, an interim dean, a student advisor, and a grant editor. Currently, he is helping the Impact Grant writers complete the work outlined in the grant. In the fall semester of 2025, Jeffrey researched and developed a faculty handbook for the co-requisite developmental and composition course taught at Century College. Additionally, he worked as a content engineer working for Google, editing and creating both prompts and outputs for their Gemini and Notebook LM platforms. This spring, Jeffrey presented about encouraging students’ authentic voices over generative AI outputs at the 2026 MNWE conference in Winona. Currently, Jeff is helping the Impact Grant writers complete the work outlined in the grant.
Matt Dempsey currently serves as the Vice President of the Minnesota State College Faculty (MSCF), the union representing two-year faculty in the Minnesota State system. He has been a member of the mathematics faculty at Normandale Community College since 2001. He has taught mathematics at two- and four-year colleges and universities for over 30 years. In his current position he serves on numerous statewide committees including the Academic Affairs Council, Transfer Governance Team, Post-Secondary Enrollment Options committee, Developmental Education committee, Assessment for Course Placement Committee, Academic and Student Affairs Policy Council, and quite a few others. He has taught college level and college preparatory mathematics his whole career. His role in the rollout of corequisite courses in at Minnesota State Colleges is to work to ensure the resources for student success are available and to advocate for faculty in the implementation process.


Breakout Session 3 | Friday, September 18 | 10:15-11:15 am
“The Current State of Developmental Education in the Nation” – Aspen Room 
Alexandros Goudas, Delta College
This breakout session will be a follow-up to the plenary panel discussion on developmental education, corequisites, multiple measures, and pathways. Dr. Alexandros Goudas will discuss several current nationwide models and some recent data involving developmental education reform so that attendees can understand and ask questions about how other states and institutions are dealing with the massive reforms that swept the nation over a decade ago. 

[bookmark: _Hlk175734988]Dr. Alexandros M. Goudas is a Professor of English at Delta College in Michigan and author of Community College Data (alexgoudas.substack.com). For nearly 2 decades, Alex has been extensively involved in analyzing studies, writing articles, and speaking at conferences about community college data, reforms, policy, and developmental education. He also authored an OER textbook and has used it to teach reading and writing developmental education and college composition at the public 2-year college level since 2007.  

“A Space for Student Success: Helping Developmental Writers in the Writing Center” – Spruce Room 
Brian Lewis, Jeff Stephenson, Larry Sklaney, and Chad Nieskens – Century College
The Century College Writing Center became a unique space to help developmental writers. It works directly with our English Department to support students in composition and throughout the college. Many of our developmental writers are ESOL students, first-generation students, or students unfamiliar with 21st century writing technologies.  Fortunately, and intentionally, the Writing Center has helped them succeed in their writing tasks. Brian will begin the session by describing some of our Center's unique qualities that work exceptionally well for developmental writers. Then the other three panelists will provide some examples of techniques that they have used in the Writing Center to facilitate developmental student success.  

Brian Lewis is in his 23rd year of teaching at Century College in White Bear Lake, MN. At Century, he teaches mostly composition and American Literature courses. He was also a Fulbright U.S. Scholar to China from 2017-2018 and the Editor-in-Chief of the Minnesota English Journal for three years. Currently, he serves as President-Elect of MNADE. His hobbies include reading, listening to EDM, viewing classic films, watching football and baseball, and eating good food. He also has an obnoxious eight-year-old cat named Freddie.
Jeff Stephenson has worked as a composition instructor, an interim dean, a student advisor, and a grant editor. Currently, he is helping the Impact Grant writers complete the work outlined in the grant. In the fall semester of 2025, he researched and developed a faculty handbook for the co-requisite developmental and composition course taught at Century College. Additionally, he worked as a content engineer for Google, editing and creating both prompts and outputs for their Gemini and Notebook LM platforms. This spring, he presented at the 2026 MNWE conference in Winona where he focused on encouraging students’ authentic voices over generative AI outputs.
Larry Sklaney is Chair of the English Department at Century College. He has taught college-level and Dev Ed composition since a previous millennium, served many years on Century's Assessment Committee, and had the wonderful opportunity to co-lead Century College students on Study Abroad trips in 2024 and 2025. Also, Larry has been a longtime co-coordinator of the MnWE (Minnesota Writers of English) Conference. 
Chad Nieskens is a student at Century, part of the TLC program, and a writing/citation peer tutor in the new program starting this semester in the library. He spent last semester working in the Writing Center and reacclimatizing himself to the classroom after a brief, decades-long hiatus from higher education all while mourning the death of red ink — a catastrophe he was not prepared to confront. He plans on staying in school this time around for as long as they let him, hopefully acquiring an English degree in the process.  




“Less Drill, More Thrill” – Oak Room
Ben Wang, Minneapolis College 
Students do not need more drills; they need more reasons to care. Instructors do not need more tools to enforce learning; they need compelling stories and meaningful questions. 

This session explores four approaches for reimagining math general education: creating engaging liberal arts math experiences, developing a Mathematics for Social Justice course, using AI to support mathematical modeling of real-world problems, and redesigning statistics courses around data interpretation and critical thinking. Rather than treating mathematics as a collection of procedures, these approaches help students see math as a tool for understanding contemporary issues, making informed decisions, and engaging thoughtfully with an AI-shaped world. 
Ben Weng is a mathematics faculty member and academic dean at Minneapolis College. In 2019, while serving as STEM Dean, he worked with faculty to create MATH 1001: Math for Liberal Arts, and he has taught it multiple times since 2020. He believes everyone can learn math — a conviction behind his new book, Math We Live By, written for students in quantitative reasoning and for any reader curious, anxious, or skeptical about mathematics.

“Using AI to Prevent AI Cheating” – Ballroom
Sarah Thilmany, Lake Superior College 
Have you noticed an increase in potential cheating? Do you suspect your students are using AI tools to write out the answers? I asked CoPilot how to write a math test that AI can't read. In this session, I will share some methods CoPilot suggested and the results I have had. We can also share your findings/methods or research other AI tools to ensure students are finding the answers on their own.

Sarah Thilmany is a mathematics instructor at Lake Superior College with 15 years of teaching experience. She splits her time between online and in-person classes, helping students develop the skills and confidence they need to succeed in math. She is committed to creating supportive learning environments that meet students where they are and encourage lifelong learning. Fun fact: Outside the classroom, Sarah enjoys exploring Minnesota's North Shore and spending time outdoors. 







[bookmark: _Hlk207048414]Breakout Session 4 | Friday, September 18 | 11:30 am-12:30 pm

“Focus Group: Challenges and Strategies for Creating Accessible Mathematics Content” – Aspen Room 
Tracy Bibelnieks, Lake Superior College 
This focus group will bring together math educators to discuss the challenges and opportunities associated with meeting new federal accessibility requirements for online mathematics materials and courses. Participants will share experiences, identify common barriers to creating accessible mathematical content—including equations, notation, graphs, interactive activities, and instructional technologies—and explore practical strategies for addressing these challenges. The discussion will focus on balancing accessibility requirements with the unique visual and symbolic nature of mathematics, while identifying effective tools, practices, and institutional supports that can help faculty create accessible courses without compromising mathematical rigor or instructional quality. The goal is to develop a shared understanding of the most pressing challenges and use the results of the focus group to generate practical, sustainable solutions that educators can implement in mathematics courses at all levels.

Tracy A. Bibelnieks, Ph.D. is a mathematician and educator with extensive experience in mathematics, statistics, curriculum development, and mathematics education. She holds a Ph.D. in Mathematical Sciences from Clemson University. Her teaching interests include developmental mathematics, applied mathematics, data science, and active-learning approaches that connect mathematics to real-world applications. She has developed and redesigned courses across undergraduate mathematics and has extensive experience working with K–12 mathematics education. Her professional leadership includes serving as Executive Director of the Minnesota State High School Mathematics League and as a member of the College Board AP Calculus Leadership Team. She has also advised student data analytics teams and worked as a statistics and data analytics consultant. Tracy is currently a faculty member at Lake Superior College where, in addition to teaching, she is the STEM faculty working with Center for Faculty Innovation staff on resources and tools for implementing accessibility guidelines and policies.

“Dev Ed Connect: Ideas, Trends, and Impact” – Spruce Room
Ryuto Hashimoto, University of Missouri, and Alexandros Goudas, Delta College
Join this informal, practitioner-friendly session to share questions, challenges, and promising practices from your institution. We will brainstorm topics that could grow into presentations, articles, collaborative projects, or local inquiry while discussing developmental education trends at the local, state, and national levels. You are welcome to bring new ideas or strategies to the meeting and explore practical ways to assess whether those efforts are producing measurable improvement through quantitative data. Whether you teach, tutor, advise, lead programs, or support students in other ways, bring what you are seeing in practice and come explore where those experiences might lead.
Ryuto Hashimoto is a Ph.D. student in Educational Leadership and Policy Analysis at the University of Missouri, where he is also pursuing a graduate certificate in Data Science. He holds an M.A. in Sociology from Minnesota State University, Mankato, and has experience teaching sociology and research design. His research focuses on higher education policy, college access and enrollment, developmental education, textbook affordability, and institutional governance, with particular interests in causal inference, applied econometrics, and computational social science. His work has been presented at national and international conferences, including the Association for Education Finance and Policy. Drawing on his experiences as an international, first-generation, and former community college and state teaching university student, he is committed to producing policy-relevant scholarship that advances educational access, equity, and student success.
Dr. Alexandros M. Goudas is a Professor of English at Delta College in Michigan and author of Community College Data (alexgoudas.substack.com). For nearly 2 decades, Alex has been extensively involved in analyzing studies, writing articles, and speaking at conferences about community college data, reforms, policy, and developmental education. He also authored an OER textbook and has used it to teach reading and writing developmental education and college composition at the public 2-year college level since 2007.  

“Bridging Minnesota State and Adult Basic Education to Better Serve Adult Students” – Oak Room
Julie Dincau, Minnesota Department of Education
Minnesota State and Minnesota Adult Basic Education are two separate systems guided by different laws, policies, and guidance. Yet, both systems serve a percentage of the same adult learners who often need additional academic support. These two partners have been working together for decades. How do the changes to the Minnesota State system around developmental education and corequisites coursework impact these relationships? How can these partnerships continue to work together?  This session will provide an overview of the Minnesota State/ ABE relationship and showcase some local program partnerships, including how they are funded and maintained.
Julie Dincau is the Adult Basic Education Transitions Specialist at the Minnesota Department of Education. She has spent over twenty years building capacity within the Minnesota adult education system to support learners transitioning to employment, training and post-secondary. She has coordinated partnerships between Anoka-Ramsey Community College and Anoka Technical College along with special projects focused on Adult Career Pathways.


“From Questions to Collaboration: Co-Designing Professional Learning for Adult Education–MinnState Partnerships” — Ballroom
Carly Voshell, ATLAS; Amber Delliger, Anoka Ramsey Community College; and Jeff Stephenson, Century College
What do Adult Education and MinnState educators need to know about each other to build stronger partnerships? Join this interactive session to help design a new online professional development course that supports successful collaboration. Through guided discussion, participants will identify the knowledge, skills, and resources educators need to understand both systems, support shared students, launch effective partnerships, and strengthen existing collaborations. Your feedback will directly inform course content, ensuring it is practical, relevant, and responsive to the needs of educators across Minnesota.

Carly Voshell (she/her) is the Adult Career Pathways and Transitions Coordinator at ATLAS, where she develops professional learning and resources that strengthen career pathways and support successful transitions to college, training and employment for adult learners across Minnesota. Over the past 20 years, she has taught in correctional education, led workplace and digital literacy initiatives, coordinated statewide online courses, served on the Ramsey County Workforce Innovation Board, and worked as the East Metro Regional Transition Coordinator. Carly enjoys bringing people together to solve problems, spark new ideas, and build stronger pathways that help adult learners reach their goals.
Amber Delliger (she/her) is a mathematics faculty member at Anoka-Ramsey Community College, where she works primarily with students in developmental and corequisite math courses. Prior to joining Anoka-Ramsey, she spent nearly 20 years with Metro North Adult Education, teaching learners across all levels of ABE and ESL in a variety of settings including correctional sites and college campuses. Amber believes that numeracy is a critical equity issue and is passionate about ensuring all adult learners have access to meaningful mathematical learning experiences that build confidence, agency, and opportunity. She contributes to this work through advocacy, professional development, mentoring, policy development, and curriculum design aimed at expanding access and supporting learner success and teacher confidence.
Jeff Stephenson (he/him) has worked as a composition instructor, an interim dean, a student advisor, and a grant editor over the past 20 years. Additionally, he worked as a content engineer working for Google, editing and creating both prompts and outputs for their Gemini and Notebook LM platforms. In the fall semester of 2025, Jeff researched and developed a faculty handbook for the co-requisite developmental and composition course taught at Century College. This spring, he presented about encouraging students’ authentic voices over generative AI outputs at the 2026 MNWE conference in Winona. Currently, Jeff is helping with the implementation of the IMPACT Grant. 

Lunch | Friday, September 18 
12:30-1:30 pm—Ballroom
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