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Session Outcomes

• Grow awareness and understanding of 
proposed Multiple Measures Course 
Placement (MMCP) framework.

• Provide feedback to inform continued 
development and refinement of MMCP.



Strategic Goal 2: Improve the accuracy of course 
placement by implementing a multiple measures 
placement program at all colleges and universities.

MULTIPLE MEASURES IN DESR

Strategic 
Goal 2: 

Implement 
multiple 

measures 
program



• Improve the accuracy of course placement 
processes and increase course placement that 
meets level of academic abilities

• Allow multiple measures to be used including 
state statute required (ACT, SAT, MCA scores) 
and other measures (cognitive assessment 
scores, high school GPA, high school courses 
and grades, non-cognitive assessments, etc.)

GOALS OF MULTIPLE MEASURES COURSE 
PLACEMENT (MMCP) PROGRAM



• Allow for different measures to more 
accurately place students with different 
backgrounds (adult students and English 
Language Learners)

• Provide a holistic approach that includes 
preparation information and intake processes, 
consideration of multiple measures, and post-
assessment advising

GOALS (CONT’D)



• Increase student success; Appreciate different ways 
to define success and various understandings about 
what approaches may work best

• MMCP components developed based on research 
and data; Recognize multiple measures is new and 
Minnesota State is a part of paving the new future of 
course placement

MMCP DEVELOPMENT AND PROCESSES



• Course placement is important but is only one 
piece of overall student success efforts, also 
include courses, student support services, and 
entire student experience; Value that all 
pieces must work together comprehensively 

• Active engagement and collaboration among 
faculty members, staff members, and 
administrators is critical

DEVELOPMENT/ PROCESS (CONT’D)



Multiple Measures Course Placement 
Holistic Program Overview
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 June 2018

Preparation & 
Intake

• Campus provides information to students 
about course placement process, types of 
measures, impact on postsecondary 
education, etc.

• Student submits information for 
consideration (ACT/SAT/MCA scores, high 
school transcript information, etc.)

• Campus notifies student if additional 
assessments are needed (ACCUPLACER/
NGA)

Course Placement 
Assessment

• Campus provides access to and encourages 
use of study materials for ACCUPLACER/
NGA

• If needed or desired, student takes 
ACCUPLACER/NGA

• If needed or desired, student takes non-
cognitive assessment (TBD) and/or other 
assessments

Post-assessment 
Advising

• Student receives information about course 
placement

• If desired, student chooses to re-take 
Accuplacer/NGA, apply for discipline 
appeals, or apply for campus appeals

• Student registers for appropriate courses



STEP 1 STEP 2

College-level 
courses

Below college-level 
within decision-band 

(within 5 years)2

+ 
High school GPA of X or 
higher (within X years)3

Developmental 
models9

Multiple Measures Course Placement Program - Phase 1 
(Implemented by 2020-2021)

Does not meet above 
criteria or does not 

have scores from the 
above measures – 
Move to Step 2 for 

further assessment via 
Accuplacer/NGA

Below college-level 
within decision-band 

(within X years)2

+ 
High school GPA of X or 
higher (within X years)3

College-level scores 
(within 5 years for 

reading & writing and 2 
years for 

mathematics)4
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NOTES: Footnotes on page 7;  X indicates that the specific score and/or validation window requires finalization based on feedback.

Does not meet above 
criteria – Placement in 
developmental models



STEP 1 STEP 2

College-level 
courses

Below college-level within decision-band 
(within X years)2

+ 
High school GPA of X or higher (within X 

years)3

Developmental 
models9

Multiple Measures Course Placement Program - Phase 2 
(Implemented no sooner than Spring 2021)

Does not meet above criteria – 
Move to Step 2 for further assessment via 

Campus-administered Measures

College-level scores for English language 
proficiency and adult learner assessments 

(within X years)6
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Below college-level within decision-band 
(within X years)8

+ 
non-cognitive assessment score of X or 

higher (within X years)5

College-level scores for system-endorsed 
instrument(s) (within X years)7

Does not meet above criteria – 
Placement in developmental models

Does not meet above criteria or does not 
have scores from the above assessments – 
Move to Step 2 for further assessment via 

Campus-administered Measures

NOTES: Footnotes on page 7;  X indicates that the specific score and/or validation window requires finalization based on feedback.

Below college-level within decision-band 
(within X years)8

+ 
High school GPA of X or higher (within X 

years)

Does not meet above criteria –  
Placement in developmental models
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Multiple Measures Course Placement Program - 
Timeline of Activities
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June 2018

Task Name Fall 
2017

Spring 
2018

Fall 
2018

Spring 
2019

Fall 
2019

Spring 
2020

Fall 
2020

Spring 
2021

Fall 
2021

Spring 
2022

Conduct campus pilots and analyze data

Design & development of draft of MMCP framework

Gather feedback from campuses; Finalize MMCP framework

Build IT infrastructure; Build processes

   Phase 1 (PROPOSED)

     Transition activites

     Spring 2020 implement for summer and fall 2020 students

Legislative requirement for multiple measures implementation

Phase 2 (PROPOSED)

      Transition activites

      Spring 2021 implement for summer and fall 2021 students

♦



• Opportunities to provide input and feedback to 
inform final MMCP Phase I and Phase II
• Fall 2018 Developmental Education Summit
• Stakeholder feedback sessions 
• Online feedback

• Campus participation in multiple measures pilots
• Contact System Office to share your pilot; conduct your 

pilot in 2018-2019 or 2019-2020; evaluate and share your 
results

• Campus involvement throughout entire transition

MMCP - CAMPUS ENGAGEMENT



Contact

Greg Rathert, Interim System Director of P-20 
and College Readiness
Greg.Rathert@minnstate.edu
651-201-1678 

Jessica Espinosa, Director of College Transitions
Jessica.Espinosa@minnstate.edu
651-201-1651

mailto:Greg.Rathert@minnstate.edu
mailto:Jessica.Espinosa@minnstate.edu
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